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Directors 
Present: 

Richard Mammen, Ch. 
Rebecca Gagnon 
Jenny Arneson  
Josh Reimnitz 
 

Staff Present: Nan Miller, Dir. Policy Development 
Larissa Chinwah, Communications 
Adrienne Jordan, Superintendent’s Office 
Amy Moore, Asst. General Counsel 
Mitch Trockman, Board Liaison 
Trent Tucker, District Athletic Director 
Bernadeia Johnson, Superintendent 
 

    
Agenda 

I. Call to Order, Approval of Agenda 
II. Approval of Minutes for May 15 2013 meeting 
I. Policy Review: Cyclical Review items 

A. Policy 6681 – Accident Prevention and Reporting 
B. Policy 6692- Student Medication 
C. Policy 1200 – Board Meetings and Public Participation 

II. Policy Work: Items for Adoption, Amendment or Repeal 
A. Policy  6682 – Emergency Health Care 

III. Discussion Topics 
A. Discussion of Student Activities Eligibility Policy 
B. Discussion of Discipline Policy 

IV. Update on Policy Progress 
V. New Business 

A. Request for amendment to policies 4020 and 5020 from external Organization 
B. Social Media Policy 
C. Revision of Regulations 4026 A and 4026 B 
D. Revision of Policies due to Board Vote on Meeting Schedules 
E. Next Meeting Announcement 

 
Assignments resulting from 6/19/2013 
 

Assigned to: Due Date: 

Draft Meeting Minutes and submit to Chair Miller 6/26/2013 

Send Approved Minutes for Publication Miller 6/26/2013 

Send Cyclical Review Report for inclusion in Board Packet Miller 7/1/2013 

Send Board Rules for Public Participation to Miller Trockman 7/1/2013 

Discuss Scheduling a Committee of the Whole to discuss Discipline 
Policy with other Committee Chairs 

Mammen 7/12/2013 

Discuss information sharing across committees related to policy 
work 

Mammen/ 
Miller 

7/17/2013 
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1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda.  The meeting was called to order at 9:34 by Director 
Mammen.     A proposed agenda was presented by Miller. Moved and seconded to approve the 
agenda.   

2. Approval of Minutes.  Miller presented proposed minutes from the May 15, 2013 meeting of the 
committee that had been previously sent out to all members.  .  Miller noted that the minutes 
were based on notes provided her by Steve Liss.  Gagnon moved that the draft be amended to 
report her absence, and that the minutes be approved as amended.  Motion seconded, motion 
carried.   

3. Review of Policies Due for Cyclical Review.   Miller presented policies that were up for cyclical 
review.  Minor changes, if any, were identified for each policy presented.  Miller requested action 
on each either to approve for publication, reference to another committee, or reference to the 
full board for action.   

A. Policy 6681- Accident Prevention and Reporting.    No changes to the policy are suggested.  
Updated format and references are made. Policy was moved to be approved for publication, 
motion seconded.  Motion carried. 

B. Policy 6692 – Student Medication    Minor editing and wording changes are proposed.  Use 
of “parent” for all adult family or guardians was made.  Policy was moved approval for 
publication, motion seconded.  Motion carried. 

C. Policy 1200 – Board Meetings and Public Participation.   Miller proposed no changes in the 
policy and recommended that rules agreed upon by the Board for public comment be added 
to the policy manual as a document.  Trockman will supply list to Miller for inclusion on Policy 
website.  Policy was moved approval for publication, motion seconded.  Motion carried. 

4. (out of order) Update on Policy Progress  Miller presented the monthly report on policy work.  
Directors inquired as to why policy 7530 was still held.  Miller reported that it had been placed on 
hold by the facilities staff.  Directors requested that Trockman confer with facilities staff about 
moving this policy work forward.  Director Gagnon asked that Student Publications Policy be 
added to the agenda as a priority for board input at the next standing committee meeting.  

5. Policy Work: Policies proposed for adoption, amendment or repeal. 

A. Proposed Amendment of Policy  Miller noted that this policy was originally brought up as 
part of the cyclical review, but during that process a request by the Nursing Services 
Managers to reverse the previous policy stance on DNAR orders.  This change is due to 
recommendations from both the American Pediatrics Academy and the National School 
Nurse Association.  Miller noted that the nursing services managers said that this is the only 
physician’s order that the district did not currently follow.  Director Gagnon expressed 
concern that this change in policy, once passed, be made clear to any parents who had 
previously been told that the orders would not be accepted.  Moore and Miller assured the 
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directors that should the change in policy be passed by the Board, the nursing supervisors 
would be providing health office personnel and principals with training regarding the change 
in policy, outreach t0 parents and planning assistance. Policy was moved to go to full board 
with a recommendation to amend and rename as proposed.  Motion seconded, motion 
carried. 

6. Discussion  Topics 

A. Policy 5560, et al – Student Activity Eligibility   Miller gave a brief recap of the status of this 

policy.  A new revision is proposed that restores the minimum 2.0 GPA for participation, but 

adopts the current practice of accepting either a cumulative G 

PA or a 2.0 GPA from the immediately preceding grading period to qualify.  The requirement 

that only a parent initiate an appeal is suggested to be changed to allow an adult advocate or 

other adult member of the student’s family to initiate the appeal.   District Athletic Director 

Trent Tucker was there to support this version.  Director Arneson expressed concern that 

students who have yet to make the requisite G.P.A. be given opportunities and supports to 

reach this goal.  She supported the incentive that activities and athletics can give to student 

engagement, was in favor of high standards but was concerned about the fact that some 

surrounding districts do not have similar high standards.  Director Tucker was adamant that 

high standards must be maintained in order to properly prepare our students for the post- 

secondary world.  Superintendent Johnson expressed a commitment to work with Director 

Tucker, the Associate Superintendents and the Academic Offices to establish a plan to 

address student supports.  Director Gagnon supported the concept of having students have 

more options for appeals, and was in favor of students having a specific plan for academic 

supports to meet their particular needs.  Consistency across schools and across activities and 

their leaders and coaches was also identified as a concern.  Director Tucker stated that he 

was working with Superintendent regarding the current reporting lines for school athletic 

directors so that central office could more clearly identify standards and necessary 

professional development for staff.  Directors Arneson and Reimnitz were in favor of MPS 

taking the lead in influencing surrounding districts to adopt similar standards.  Director 

Reimnitz noted that holding athletes to high academic standards would improve school 

climates and affect academic climates at the schools. Directors expressed an interest in the 

policy being presented with the basics of this plan for supports explained at the same time.  

Miller stated that given the recent changes in board meeting schedule, she recommended 

that the policy go forward to the full board in July, for a vote in August, which would allow it 

to be in place by the beginning of the fall.  Moved, seconded to send the revised policy to the 

full board with a recommendation to adopt as proposed, and that Director Tucker be present 

to explain the plans for supporting students.  Motion carried. 
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B. Policy 5200 – Discipline Policy  Miller and Moore presented final information regarding the 
outreach for input that had been completed, and findings made.  Miller presented the first 
draft of the policy and the leveled disciplinary grid for K-5 schools for discussion and input 
from Board members.  Directors gave the following input: 

1) add more information about parent communications 

2) promote teacher-teacher problem solving for students in middle and high schools 

3) don’t allow escalation of response just on number of incidents, but include evaluation of 
supports that have been offered previously, to assure that student has had the 
appropriate type and level of support. 

4) consider the inclusion of mental health referrals both within and without the district for 
students with mental health needs manifested through behaviors 

5) limit removals in K-5 to level 4 behaviors and above. 
Directors discussed the timeline, and suggested that a Committee of the Whole might be the 
most appropriate way to bring a discussion to the other members of the Board rather than 
have the policy brought to several other standing committees individually.  Director 
Mammen will address this issue with other committee chairs.  Moore described how the OCR 
visit and agreement will affect both timeline and final drafts. 
 

7. New Business 

A. Request for amendment of tobacco –related policies.  Miller reported that the district had 
received a request from ANSR to amend our tobacco policies in two regards: 

1) to add “electronic” cigarettes to those items banned from schools under these policies; 
and 

2) to add a prohibition of accepting any funds or curriculum from tobacco companies. 

Moore reported that staff was generally in support of adding the ban on electronic 
cigarettes to the policies.  Miller recommended that the board adopt the first suggestion 
but decline the second.  Moved, seconded for Miller to return a proposed amendment to 
these policies adopting the first recommendation.  Motion carried.. 

B. Social Media Policy  The meeting was running over time, so this item was tabled until July. 

C. Revision of Regulations 4026 A & B.   Miller briefly reported that these regulations dealing 
with alcohol and drug testing of transportation and other employees who are required to 
have a commercial driving license were being amended to address “dilute” samples.  No 
board action is required; this is an information issue only.  

D. Revision of Policies 8200 and 8520.  Since the Board voted on a resolution at its June 11th 2013 
board meeting to limit regular school board meetings to one per month, a conflict with Policy 
8200 was created which requires two meetings per month.  Miller presented a draft of a 
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revision of the policy.   Policy was moved to go to full board with a recommendation to 
amend and rename as proposed.  Motion seconded, motion carried.   A discussion of 8520 
will be had at the July meeting. 

E. Next Meeting.  The next regular meeting of the committee is scheduled for Wednesday, July 
17, 2013.   

8. Adjournment    There being no further business to come before the meeting, Chair Mammen 
asked for a motion to adjourn at 11:08 a.m., and the meeting was adjourned.  

 
Minutes submitted for approval by:  
Nan Miller, Clerk pro tempore 
June 20, 2013  
 
Next Regular Meeting:  Wednesday, July 17, 2013, Conference Room S1-435, Davis Center, 1250 
Broadway Ave. W., 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  
 


