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Directors 
Present: 

Rebecca Gagnon 
Jenny Arneson  
Josh Reimnitz 
 

Staff Present: Nan Miller, Dir. Policy Development 
Steve Liss, District General Counsel 
Rick Mills,  Chief Executive Officer 
Adrienne Jordan, Liaison  

Directors 
Absent: 

Richard Mammen , 
Ch. 

  

Agenda 
I. Call to Order, Approval of Agenda  
II. Minutes of January 16, 2013   Approval 
III. Policies for Review 

A. 5182 – Nonattendance (for amendment and renaming) 
B. 6230 – Field Trips (for amendment) 

IV. Policy Work Update 
A. Monthly Report 
B. Discipline Policy Update 

V. New Business 
A. Discussion regarding Policy 1630 – Political Meetings 
B. Next Meeting Announcement 

 
Assignments resulting from 2/20/2013 meeting: 
 

Assigned to: Due Date: 

Draft Meeting Minutes and submit to Chair Miller 2/27/2013 

Send Approved Minutes to Board Liaison for posting Miller 2/27/2013 

Post Approved Minutes to Board Committee Website Jordan 3/6/2013 

Obtain approval of proposed agenda from Supt. and Chair Miller 3/8/2013 

Send proposed agenda and supporting materials to committee 
members 

Miller 3/11/2013 

Publish Proposed Agenda on Board Committee Website Jordan 3/11/2013 

Send approved policies for inclusion on Board Agenda Miller 2/27/2013 

Transmit desire for budgeting for field trips to be addressed in 
the district budget preparation process, and report given at 
board meeting 

Jordan 3/12/2013 

Prepare options on revision of Policy 1630 Miller/Liss 3/11/2013 

Request Input from interested board members on Policy 1630 
revision 

Jordan 3/1/2013 

Collect input from interested board members on Policy 1630 Liss 3/1/2013 
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1. Call to Order.  The meeting was called to order at 9:35 by Director Gagnon acting as 

Chairperson pro tem in the absence of Chairperson Mammen.  A quorum being present, 

the meeting continued.  A proposed agenda was presented by Miller and accepted.   

2. Approval of January 16, 2013  Minutes.  M/S/ Approved. 

3. Policy Review  

A. Policy 5182- Nonattendance.  Miller presented the proposed amendment and 

renaming to the committee.  Director Arneson inquired as to what services families 

received when continued absences were experienced.  Miller stated that schools 

follow the requirements of giving parents notice if the student is absent, warnings or 

referral for educational neglect or truancy if excessive absences are unexcused, and 

that excused absences allow students to make up school work.  Parents may ask for 

and some schools offer assignments during the absence.  If excessive absences 

become an issue, the school social worker, the teachers, the school health office and 

the principal all may come into a problem solving mode with the family, which might 

lead to offers of homebound instruction for the student.  There is no automatic 

requirement for offering or providing homebound instruction.  It is one strategy for 

providing educational services to students.  Director  Gagnon noted that more 

information about absences and attendance would be useful to board members.  

CEO Mills noted the importance of removing students enrolled elsewhere from MPS 

rolls both for compliance with Minnesota law and to make sure that students did not 

affect a school’s attendance or graduation statistics for reporting purposes.  

Resolved to refer to the full board with a recommendation to amend and rename as 

proposed.  M/S/Carried. 

B. Policy 6230 – Field Trips.  Miller presented the proposed amendment to the 

committee.  She noted the major changes being made.  There was a brief discussion 

about the inclusion of the definition of non-sanctioned field trips.  Director Reimnitz 

shared his experience with non-sanctioned field trips.  Concern was expressed by 

Directors Arneson and Gagnon that the policy did not allow students to transport 

themselves and other students to athletic practices and events.   Language will be 

added to allow student – student transportation when the school/group/ district 

does NOT provide transportation.  Director Arneson raised the issue of district-wide 

equity of access to field trips.  Her concern is that the policy addresses how field trips 
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are to be approved, planned and described, but that access between district 

buildings is not addressed.  Liss noted that this was an issue for budget concerns, and 

as the district is  Resolved to refer to the full board with a recommendation to amend 

as proposed and amended in committee.  M/S/ Carried. 

4. Policy Work Updates 

A. Monthly Report.   Miller distributed a monthly report of open policy files   The report 

was accepted.  Miller reported that the Teaching and Learning Subcommittee of the 

Board was reviewing policies in their area of influence that have yet to be amended/ 

addressed to recommend priorities for attention. 

B. Discipline Policy Update.  Miller distributed the list of input gathering meetings and 

methods that will be used to gather student, staff and parent input in the process of 

reviewing and amending the discipline policy.  Directors requested more information 

on the student meetings planned, and expressed concern that parents and students 

who have experienced suspensions be specifically included in the process.  Miller 

noted that those voices have been part of the intended input from the beginning and 

that if persons attending the Area meetings do not self-identify as persons 

experienced in student suspensions, that they will be specifically invited to the fourth 

planned parent input meeting.  

5. New Business 

A. Discussion regarding Policy 1630 – Political Meetings  At the request of Director 

Mammen this issue was added to new business.  Steve Liss outlined the current 

policy practices that address the use of school buildings by candidates for elected 

office and elected officials.  Our policy 1630 defines political use specifically.  Political 

meetings use the District’s facilities permit process authorized in Policy 1600.  

Candidates, political groups, and non-district organized political issue meetings are 

considered Category 5 (out of five) potential users of district facilities.  Category 5 

users are required to pay for some services, and may be charged rent for the use of 

buildings according to the scheme approved by the Superintendent.  Public schools 

are required to allow use of public schools for precinct caucuses by law.  Liss noted 

that there are some issues that should be addressed with  the current policy, and that 

there had been some discussion amongst board members and staff regarding the 

issue of granting permits to candidates for the purpose of making candidate 

announcements.   Liss noted that once the district has allowed one side or candidate 

to use the facilities, it must allow all sides or candidates equivalent opportunity to use 
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facilities.  CEO Mills noted some concerns that sprang from his experience in the 

Chicago Schools surrounding the use of buildings by both candidates and elected 

officials.  Director Gagnon suggested that other board members might want input on 

decisions regarding amendment of the existing policies on political meetings and use 

of school facilities by candidates for office and elected officials.  Jordan was directed 

to convey the opportunity to voice opinions to the remainder of the board members, 

and that comments would be collected by Mr. Liss for use in proposed amendment 

options.  

B. Next Meeting.  The next regular meeting of the committee is scheduled for 

Wednesday, March 20, 2013.   

 

6. Adjournment    There being no further business to come before the meeting, Chair 

Mammen asked for a motion to adjourn at 11:05 a.m., and the meeting was adjourned.  

 
Minutes submitted for approval by:  
Nan Miller, Clerk pro tempore 
February 21, 2013  
 
Next Regular Meeting:  Wednesday, March 20, 2013, Conference Room S1-435, Davis Center, 
1250 Broadway Ave. W., 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  
 
 


