
Meeting Minutes  November 19, 2014 
Special School District #1  Conference Room S1-435 
Board of Education    1250 Broadway Ave. W. 
Standing Committee on Policies  Call 9:30 a.m. 

 
   
 
Directors 
Present: 
 
 
 
 
 

Josh Reimnitz, Ch. 
Jenny Arneson  
Rebecca Gagnon  
Richard Mammen 
Mohamud Noor 
 
 

Staff Present: Nan Miller, Dir. Policy Development 
Steve Liss, Deputy General Counsel 
Emily Lowther, Communications 
Adrienne Jordan, Superintendent’s Office 
Mitch Trockman, Board Liaison 
Michael Goar, CEO 
Bernadeia Johnson, Superintendent 

 
Agenda  

I. Call to Order, Approval of Agenda 
II. Approval of Minutes for October 15, 2014 meeting 
III. Policies for Amendment: 

A. Policy 7530 – Park and Recreation Board 
B. Policy 8115 – Membership and Quorum 

IV. Policies for Cyclical Review 
A. Policy 6273 – Local Standards and Assessment 

V. Monthly Policy Work Update 
VI. Old Business 

A. Cell Tower/ RFD Emissions Proposed Regulation 7010 B 
VII. New Business 

A. Update on Policy 1692 – Shared Leadership for Continuous Progress (Site 
Councils) 

B. Policy Committee Structure, policy review and protocols 
C. Other topics 
D. Next Meeting Announcement 

 
Assignments resulting 11/19/2014 
 

Assigned to: Due Date: 

Draft Meeting Minutes and submit to Chair Miller 11/26/2014 
Send Approved Minutes for Publication Miller 11/26/2014 

Send Policy work for Board Action for inclusion on December 
Agenda 

Miller  11/26/2014 

Send Update on Cyclical Review for Board Letter Miller 11/26/2014 

Schedule time for Recess Discussion Miller/Liss 12/5/2014 

 

1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda.  The meeting was called to order at 9:39 by Director 
Reimnitz, a quorum being established, the meeting continued.  Moved, seconded to accept the 
agenda.  Motion carried. 

2. Approval of Minutes.  Miller presented proposed minutes from the October 15, 2014 meeting.   
Moved and seconded to approve, motion carried.   
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3. Policies for Amendment 

A. Policy 7530 – Park and Recreation Board.   Miller presented a proposed revision and plan to 
rename the policy “Joint Facilities Projects – Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board”.  She 
noted that the policy was in the Facilities Subchapter of the Policy Manual and that it 
currently was the resolution passed in 1976 regarding relationships with the Minneapolis Park 
Board.  The facilities department had made a recommendation to make the policy about 
shared facilities, not about programming.  Director Mammen noted that the two public 
bodies had had a varying relationship over time with respect to use of premises jointly 
developed.  Miller noted that the new version requires the district to invite participation in 
appropriate projects, and if the Park Board agrees to participate to involve the Park Board 
early in the development process.  The policy also requires the development of a template 
for future agreements so that projects follow similar rules rather than be created from 
scratch each time.  Moved and seconded to send to the full board with a recommendation to 
amend as proposed.  Motion carried. 

B. Policy 8115 – Membership and Quorum.  Miller presented a proposed revision of the policy to 
respond to the Board’s request to add student representation to the Board of Directors.  
Director Noor asked how students would be compensated.  This was not a topic that had 
been raised at the Board Retreat where the matter had been discussed.  Liss noted that the 
Board could choose to offer a stipend to the student representative on the basis of board 
participation.  Director Mammen offered that the stipend could take the form of a 
scholarship offered to the Student Representative at the termination of their service.  Miller 
noted that she recommended additional changes to specify that student representatives 
would not be present at executive sessions, nor be included in the determination of quorum.  
Miller reported that she had just attended the meeting of the City-Wide Student Government 
– High School group the day before and that several students had expressed interest in 
applying.  Motion to amend as suggested and refer to the full board for action as proposed.  
The motion was seconded and carried. 

4. Policies for Cyclical Review 

A. Policy 6273 –Local Standards and Assessment   Miller presented the proposed revision of this 
policy to conform to changes in legislation and to clarify the scope of World Languages.  
Director Noor asked if heritage languages were included.  Miller noted that the languages for 
the Foreign Service List included all known district languages.  Native languages and 
American Sign were included on the list as they are specifically included the state law.  
Classical languages were included in the scope at the request of the World Languages 
content area lead.  Miller noted that the Committee could either approve the changes and 
authorize publication with notice to the board, or could refer the policy to the Teaching and 
Learning Committee for Review, or could send the policy to the full board for action.  Moved, 
seconded to approve the changes as they were largely required by change in Minnesota 
Statutes or were clarifying in nature, and approve publication with notice to the full board.  
Motion carried. 

5. Policy Updates.  Miller presented the monthly report on policy progress.  A brief discussion of 
the pending EDIA determinations and completion of EDIAs was conducted.  Liss noted that some 
discussion had been had at the cabinet level about EDIA need determinations.  Miller also 
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reported that the report indicated that no EDIA was deemed necessary for the amendment of 
Policy 1692 – Shared Leadership for Continuous Progress, and that that decision had just recently 
been rescinded. 

6. Old Business 

A. Regulation 7010 B – Radio Frequency Safety   Miller noted that since the last committee 
meeting, the Superintendent and Facilities Department Head had met with community 
members on this topic, and that additional research had been done on the basis of that 
meeting.  The current proposal is to continue the moratorium on new cell antenna 
installations until June 30, 2015 in order to determine whether or not the FCC is revising its 
safety limitations.  Superintendent Johnson said that she was willing to continue the 
moratorium for some period.  Director Mammen asked about the financial impact of the 
moratorium.  The current installations generate approximately $770,000.00 per annum and 
there are additional towers requested that would generate an additional $300,000.00 - 
$400,000.00 per annum.  Director Mammen suggested that funds generated by these leases 
should be added to the budgets of the schools where the towers are installed.  Liss noted 
that this raises an equity issue as not all buildings are suitable due to their locations for 
installations.  Director Arneson stated that she was in favor of more towers to improve 
citizen’s cell phone performance.  Director Reimnitz summarized the discussion by saying 
that the Superintendent would appear to have board member support for discontinuing any 
cell tower moratorium.  Superintendent Johnson said she would make the determination 
soon. 

7. New Business.    

A. Update on Policy 1692 – Shared Leadership for Continuous Progress.   Miller noted that she 
had brought the policy to the Student City-Wide Government meeting and that students 
reported a wide variety of experience, either significant involvement including membership, 
to being unsure what the site council was and whether their school had one.  Director 
Arneson noted that this is a similar response to that of parents.   The policy development is 
on schedule for completion.  Two meetings with DPAC have been had.  

B. Board Committee Structure/ Policy review and protocols.  Miller noted that the Policy 8115 
amendment (above) was in response to the discussion of new protocols for the Board 
agreed to at the Board Retreat.  Her review of the policy regarding Board Standing 
Committees revealed no need to amend that policy as it includes permissive language 
regarding standing committees, and names none.  Director Gagnon noted that the Audit 
Committee and the Superintendent’s Evaluation Committee are either required by law or 
implied in law.  Miller asked about the effective date of the changed protocols, Mammen 
stated that they were meant to take effect January 1, 2015.   

C. Recess practices for students.  Director Reimnitz asked if a plan had been made to bring a 
discussion of recess practices or possibly a recess policy to the committee for discussion.  
Miller noted that no plan was in effect yet, and that the direction was to add the topic to a 
future agenda, but no date had been selected at the last meeting.  Director Gagnon stated 
that recess practices or policies might be involved with other work regarding graduation 



Meeting Minutes   October 15, 2014 
Standing Committee on Policies  Special School District #1   
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 4 of 4 

standards and the wellness policy.   Miller will coordinate adding the discussion to a future 
agenda.  

D. The next meeting is scheduled for December 17, 2014. 

8. Adjournment    There being no further business to come before the meeting, Chair Reimnitz 
asked for a motion to adjourn at 10:58 a.m., and the meeting was adjourned.  

 
Minutes submitted for approval by:  
Nan Miller, Clerk pro tempore 
November 25, 2014 
Next Regular Meeting:  Wednesday, December 17, 2014, Conference Room S1-435, Davis Center, 1250 
Broadway Ave. W., 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  
 
 
NOTE: COPIES OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE GENERAL COUNSEL’S 
OFFICE.  


