
Equity & Achievement Meeting Minutes 

9.4.12 9:00 am –11:00 a.m. Conference Room S1-435 

Type of meeting Committee Meeting 

Facilitator James Burroughs II 

Note 
taker/Timekeeper 

Brittney Forrest-Wilson 

Attendees 

Jenny Arneson, Carla Bates, Steve Brandt, Jason Bucklin, James Burroughs, 
McKay Crow Shoe, Jill Davis, LeAnn Dow, David Dudycha, Kim Ellison, Ryan 
Fair, Brittney Forrest-Wilson, Rebecca Gagnon, Latisha Gray, Adrienne 
Jordan, Paule Joyner, Kazoua Kong-Thao, Steve Liss, Alberto Monserrate, 
and Shana Olagbaju 

Agenda Topic 1: West Metro Education Program Update 
Length: 90 minutes Presenter: LeAnn Dow, David Dudycha, Steve Liss, & Shana Olagbaju  

Discussion Topics 

Meeting Objective  
- The objective of this meeting is four-fold: 

 Review benefits of WMEP participation 
 Review policies Choice is Yours (CIY) 
 Review policies of West Metro Education Program (WMEP) 
 Review MPS recommendation supported by staff internally  
 Review presentation framework for board discussion 

 

CIY 
- Agreement Type: Settlement Agreement 
- Active Periods: 2000—2005; Settlement Expired  
- Student Population: Serves over 2,000 students  
- Negotiated settlement between the State of Minnesota and the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) regarding the adequacy of education at MPS in 2000 

- MPS continued participation on a voluntary basis  and the agreement 
was incorporated into WMEP integration plan until 2012 (now part of 
individual district integration plans) 

- CIY funded by State of Minnesota ($14M FY13) through direct 
reimbursement to districts for inter-district transportation costs 

- CIY program evaluations indicate mixed results based on like 
program comparisons to matched group of MPS students 

- A release of more recent program comparisons will occur in the near 
future 

 

WMEP 
- Agreement Type: Voluntary Agreement 
- Active Periods: 1997—present 
- Student Population: Serves almost 1,000 students 
- Collaborative effort between neighboring school districts to 

cooperatively address integration issues in the west metro area in 
1989 

- WMEP is funded based on a tuition agreement among member 
districts 

- WMEP program evaluations indicate similar results for matched pair 
groups, except for reading which WMEP kids do better 

 

Minneapolis Public Schools’ (MPS) Integration Plan 
- MPS adopted its inter-district desegregation plan as part of a court 

mandate and collaborative agreement with WMEP in 2005 
- MPS integration plan focuses on providing choice to qualifying 

families to attend one of ten suburban school districts  
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Minneapolis Public Schools’ (MPS) Integration Plan (CONT’D) 
- MPS integration plan also focuses on improving the academic 

performance of students at MPS racially identifiable schools  
 

Recommendations 
 

WMEP Taskforce Recommendations 
- MPS continued participation in WMEP was not included in the inter-

district plan of 2012-2013 
- MPS should actively participant in the WMEP budgeting process in 

order to realign with MPS integration, desegregation, and equity 
policies 

- MPS should create a more inclusive and equitable opportunity for all 
communities to attend (multilingual, free and reduced lunch, special 
education, and homeless and highly mobile) WMEP through changes 
in criteria for selection in the lottery, recruitment, and outreach 

- MPS should engage in ongoing dialogue with Minneapolis parents 
who have children attending WMEP schools to broaden the focus of 
WMEP programs and recruit traditionally underserved students for 
participation in WMEP 

- MPS should actively participate in the WMEP professional planning 
of opportunities to ensure alignment with MPS integration and 
equity strategies  

- MPS should engage in dialogue with member districts which outlines 
the expectations of being a WMEP member and defines their 
commitment to inter-district integration 

- MPS should provide additional staff to represent MPS interests and 
commitment in relation to partnership recommendations 

 

Question/Answer 
Jill Davis: Does the WMEP Joint Powers Board actively participate in the 
creation of its budget? 

 
Carla Bates: Yes, the Joint Powers Board is an active participant in its 
budgeting process. The participation of the Joint Powers Board is similar to 
the Board of Education’s participation in the MPS budgeting process as well.  

Question/Answer 
Jill Davis: How will MPS hold WMEP accountable for increasing interracial 
student contact? 

 

David Dudycha: In the recommendation set forth, the criteria would weight 
several target student populations including: multilingual, free and reduced 
lunch, and special education students. We also recommend identifying 
percentages in the lottery process in order to increase diverse student 
participation. In this way, WMEP would be held accountable for increasing 
interracial student contact.  

Question/Answer Jill Davis: How will MPS hold WMEP accountable for these outcomes?  

 

James Burroughs II: The scope and design of holding WMEP accountable for 
these outcomes is a work in progress. As a district, MPS can provide a 
framework for the design and scope of the accountability process; however, 
the Board of Education must render the decision. 
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Carla Bates: The accountability process is tied to metrics regarding MPS’s 
commitment to regional integration, enhanced participation, and the WMEP 
student placement lottery. There are several new developments that 
demonstrate a real effort on the part of MPS to facilitate positive change in 
these areas. It is my personal recommendation that we make a concerted 
effort to reorient ourselves around the issues of the student lottery 
process. In order for the partnership between MPS and WMEP to be 
successful, it will require inter-district involvement. 

Question/Answer Alberto Monserrate: How did MPS measure interracial student contact?  

 

David Dudycha: Based on preliminary data, it appears as though the 
academic results are mixed in comparing MPS student performance to 
WMEP student performance. It has also been noted that WMEP is less 
diverse than MPS with consideration to all areas of student diversity, such 
as: homeless and highly mobile, English language learners, and special 
education students.  
 

Carla Bates: It is also important to note, however, that MPS never placed an 
expectation on increased student diversity. In absence of a policy mandate 
on increasing student diversity, WMEP has remained aligned with the state 
directive on increasing interracial student contact.  
 

Alberto Monserrate: The intent of WMEP is to reduce the learning gap 
among students of color and increase interracial student contact. Based on 
preliminary data results, it appears that WMEP is out-performing MPS 
students in few areas and has less student diversity as well.  

Question/Answer 

Alberto Monserrate: In reevaluating the WMEP partnership, how will we do 
things differently in the event we continue with the partnership? In order to 
move forward with the partnership, we need to redefine our goals and 
redefine our partnership in order to necessitate improvements.  

 

James Burroughs II: In order for MPS to achieve our integration goals we 
are in need of an inter-regional integration strategy. We recognize the MPS 
is a vested member in the WMEP partnership and we also recognize that we 
have not actively fulfilled our role to participate in the development 
process. In order to necessitate improvements, we need to better define 
our investment and scope of work moving forward.  
 

Alberto Monserrate: There is a reason the state legislature is attacking 
integration revenue. As MPS moves forward in reevaluating integration 
initiatives, we need to develop a more compelling position on our approach 
toward integration.  
 

Question/Answer 
James Burroughs II: Is the Board of Education prepared to adopt the state 
integration taskforce recommendations? 

 
Jenny Arneson: I recommend that the state integration taskforce 
recommendations are brought before the committee prior to its vote by the 
full Board of Education. 
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Carla Bates: It is my recommendation that MPS adopt a policy commitment 
through the state integration taskforce recommendations. MPS needs a 
policy commitment in order to fulfill our regional integration goals. I also 
recommend that MPS should vote on the recommendation before the 
legislature goes into session.  

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

State Integration Taskforce Recommendations Vote  MPS Board of Education TBD 
 


