
Meeting Minutes  October 15, 2014 
Special School District #1  Conference Room S1-435 
Board of Education    1250 Broadway Ave. W. 
Standing Committee on Policies  Call 9:30 a.m. 

 
   

 
Directors 
Present: 
 
 
 
 
 

Josh Reimnitz, Ch. 
Jenny Arneson  
Rebecca Gagnon  
Richard Mammen 
Mohamud Noor 
 
 
 

 
 

Staff Present: Nan Miller, Dir. Policy Development 
Steve Liss, Deputy General Counsel 
Emily Lowther, Communications 
Adrienne Jordan, Superintendent’s Office 
Mitch Trockman, Board Liaison 
Trent Tucker, Athletics 
Dave Wicker, Athletics 
Jason Matlock, Emergency Management, 
Safety and Security 
 

 
Agenda  

I. Call to Order, Approval of Agenda 
II. Approval of Minutes for September 17, 2014 meeting 
III. Update on Policy Progress 
IV. Old Business 

A. Cell Tower/ RFD Emissions Proposed Regulation 7010 A 
V. New Business 

A. Student Admission practices to Student Activities Discussion 
B. Review of Policy 5620 – Release of Students to Police 
C. Student Recess practices Discussion 
D. Constitution of Consent Agenda Discussion 
E. Next Meeting Announcement 

 
Assignments resulting 10/15/2014 
 

Assigned to: Due Date: 

Draft Meeting Minutes and submit to Chair Miller 10/22/2014 

Send Approved Minutes for Publication Miller 10/22/2014 

District Athletic Staff to propose admission policy for Student 
Activities 

Tucker & 
Wicker 

1/21/2014 

Draft Revised Regulation 5620 A Miller & 
Matlock 

12/17/2014 

 

1. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda.  The meeting was called to order at 9:35 by Director 
Reimnitz, a quorum being established, the meeting continued. Director Noor requested that the 
agenda be amended to include a discussion of Policy 5620 – Release of Students to Police.  Liss 
recommended that Jason Matlock be present for such a discussion, and contacted Matlock.  
Director Reimnitz requested that admissions to student activities be added to new business for 
discussion.  He had communicated this request the evening previous at the board meeting and 
Miller had arranged for Trent Tucker and Dave Wicker to attend the meeting for this discussion.  
Director Mammen requested that student recess practice be added to new business. Agenda 
approved as amended. 
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2. Approval of Minutes.  Miller presented proposed minutes from the September 17, 2014 meeting.   
Moved and seconded to approve, motion carried.   

3. Policy Updates.  Miller presented the monthly report on policy progress.  She noted that the 
policy related to Park Board relationships as to facilities had recently been approved for 
committee, but had not been in time to be included on the agenda, but would appear on the 
November agenda. New policies added to the list were highlighted.  Miller reported that some of 
the policies affecting academics may be placed on hold due to the capacity of the department to 
complete the equity and diversity impact assessments (EDIAs) required.  She said she would 
report back when that decision had been made. 

4. New Business.    

A. Student Admission practices to Student Activities. Chair Reimnitz introduced this topic as a 
response to public comment received at the Board Meeting held 10/14/2014.  Directors 
questioned where fees for admission to athletic events went, and would changing current 
practice have a deleterious effect on school’s athletic budgets.  Director Arneson noted that 
Edison currently has no working “home” field, and therefore collects no admission fees.  She 
stated that Edison might be a good example of the effect of lack of admission fees on the 
athletic budget.   Wicker gave a basic history of admissions to athletic events, the use of 
discounted season passes, favored status for students and seniors and other factors of fee 
collection.  Tucker stated that he did not then have available the actual data regarding the 
amount of fees received by all schools, or individual schools.  Director Reimnitz stated that 
he was interested in increasing student participation in student activities, reducing barriers 
and mitigating impact of any change in practice regarding student or staff admissions to 
student activities.  Mitch Trockman noted that the practice of allowing staff members free 
admission to student activities had been done both to foster teacher and staff participation 
in student activities and to contribute to security at these events.   Director Noor stated that 
he believed that reducing or eliminating student admission fees would lead to increased 
participation in student activities as supporters and increased interest in becoming active 
participants in student activities.  Director Reimnitz reiterated that the purpose of this 
discussion was to understand the topic better and consider alternatives.  He recommended 
that different scenarios be prepared and considered.  Liss noted that there might be 
different consequences to different scenarios, as well as to different schools, and 
recommended that the District Athletic Team come up with a proposal regarding the topic.  
Director Gagnon recommended that the multifunctionality of student IDs be exploited in any 
scenario.  Director Mammen moved that staff return within ninety (90) days with 
recommendation regarding admission practices.  Motion seconded.  Tucker stated that he 
would want to have the various Athletic Directors involved in the discussion of any proposal.  
Director Arneson asked that financial impact and equity between programs be considered in 
the proposal.  She noted that there’s a spiral effect of having a large base of people able and 
willing to pay admission to events supporting the activities, giving those schools a greater 
pool of funds to support and grow their programs, contributing to inequitable results across 
the district.  Jason Matlock asked whether or not the proposal would include student 
activities (performances) as well as athletics.  Director Gagnon asked that it the proposal be 
broad and apply to all student activities.  Question was called, motion carried. 
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B. Discussion about Policy 5620 – Release of Students to Police.  Director Noor raised the 
question of when students are released to police officers for events that occur away from 
school.  Jason Matlock was present to discuss the policy.  He noted that our policy states that 
police must present a warrant for the arrest of a student in order for that student to be 
released to the police without prior parental notice.  Prior parent permission, or current 
notice to parents, or if attempts to contact the parent(s) fail, standing in loco parentis during 
interviews between students and police officers is required.  Matlock and Liss noted that 
these situations put our principals in difficult positions.  If a police officer states that there is 
a warrant, the law does not require them to display the warrant, so what the district requires 
them to do is sign the student release that includes a statement that they have a warrant.  
Matlock recommended that the district consider removing the provision that allows removal 
if the police officer states that there is a pick up order, which is neither a warrant nor a court 
reviewed order.  Director Arneson noted that this situation requires work with our 
relationship with the police department; that the relationship cannot be improved through 
policy or regulation.  Director Mammen asked whether Behavior Standards training was 
given to SROs and principals regarding the involvement of police officers.  Liss noted that the 
Office of Civil Rights Complaint resolution will lead to additional training.  Matlock reported 
that SROs have had training, and that arrests for disorderly conduct in the past school year 
were down, and continue to be reduced.  He said that some school leaders need training so 
that they do not call police into situations too early.   Chair Reimnitz stated that he had 
identified three themes to the discussion: 1) that the regulation be tightened up relative to 
what would be required to remove a student from school; 2) identification of gaps in 
principal and school training and provide appropriate training; 3) Strengthening relationships 
with the police department.  Director Mammen proposed that a revised regulation be 
pursued and brought back to the committee in December.  He also noted that the Youth 
Coordinating Board is an opportunity for MPS to partner with others in working on the 
relationship with the MPD.  

C. Recess practices for students. Directors Mammen and Gagnon brought the topic forward for 
discussion as a response to public comment at the 10/14/2014 board meeting.  Miller gave 
background on the policy status of recess.  There is no district policy regarding recess, it is a 
local decision.  Guidelines were provided to schools in creating their local wellness plans.  
Chair Reimnitz asked if board members wanted to create policy regarding this.  Director 
Gagnon stated that she wanted to pursue the issue, including both recess and time for eating 
lunch.  Liss noted that for a complete discussion other staff members needed to be available.  
He suggested that at the next meeting these personnel be invited to be part of the 
discussion.   Director Mammen stated that he also wanted to explore who were the staff that 
were supervising recess.  Director Arneson asked that the discussion include recess is a 
funded or unfunded activity.  The topic will be added to a following agenda. 

D. Consent Agenda.  Director Gagnon raised a new business topic of understanding better how 
matters end up included in the board’s consent agenda at board meetings.  Liss asked if the 
board members were planning a retreat soon, as he believed that this was a topic more 
properly suited for that setting with all board members in attendance.  He stated that there 
should be a board consensus on what is on or off the consent agenda.  Director Mammen 
was in charge of the retreat agenda and agreed to add the matter to that agenda.  

E. The next meeting is scheduled for November 19, 2014. 
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5. Adjournment    There being no further business to come before the meeting, Chair Reimnitz 
asked for a motion to adjourn at 10:40 a.m., and the meeting was adjourned.  

 
Minutes submitted for approval by:  
Nan Miller, Clerk pro tempore 
October 17, 2014 
Next Regular Meeting:  Wednesday, November 19, 2014, Conference Room S1-435, Davis Center, 
1250 Broadway Ave. W., 9:30 – 11:00 a.m.  
 
 
NOTE: COPIES OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE GENERAL COUNSEL’S 
OFFICE.  


