
Equity & Achievement Minutes 

 

Date: 6/5/13 Time: 4:00-5:00 Location: Davis ESC S1-435 

Type of meeting Committee Meeting 

Facilitator James Burroughs II 

Note 
taker/Timekeeper 

Jason Bucklin 

Attendees 

Jenny Arneson, Tracine Asberry, Carla Bates, Paul Beverage, Lanise Block, Jason Bucklin, James 
Burroughs II, Bernadeia Johnson, Adrienne Jordan, Shana Moses, LeAnn Dow, Robert Doty, Ryan 
Fair, Kim Ellison, Tammy Fredrickson, Rebecca Gagnon, Robert Johnson,  Jim Johnson, Adrienne 
Jordan, Colleen Kaibel, Eric Moore, Art Alexander, Stan Alleyne, Sarah Snapp, Sara Paul, Michael 
Thomas, Mitch Trammel 

Agenda Topic 1: Integration Budget Recommendation  
 Length: 60 
minutes 

Presenter Names: Robert Doty 

Discussion Topics Integration Budget Proposal 
 

Bernadeia Johnson: We should look at a legitimate way to use Integration Resource. Some items 
have been moved from the integration fund to the general fund, and vice -versa, due to increased 
funds. We need to focus on committee needs versus individual. The Board is waiting on our 
leadership and recommendation.  

 

 

Robert Doty:  What we’ve done and why:  

- May 31st budget sent out, comments received from E&A Directors over the weekend.  

- Worked to minimize impact on general budget 

- The June 5th version of the budget is not the best version of the budget.  

- Recommendation is to use May 31st budget. “In best conscience, this is the best budget. ”  

Question/ 
Answer 

Tracine Asberry: What is different from the May 31 st budget and the June 5th budget? 

 

Robert Doty: 6/5 Budget: Project Success adds $100,000 
- WMEP 
- 6/5 AVID is a $202,000 increase 
- 6/5 adds $100,000 to Dare 2B Real 
- OCRP 
- Behavior Standards Funding 
- Magnet Transportation Allocation 

Question/ 
Answer 

Jenny Arneson: Why are we moving Magnets from Integration to General?  

 Robert Doty: $2.2 million allocation amount stays the same, just placed in General vs. Integration.  

Discussion: 
Carla Bates: Why would we do that? Magnets reach two goals of Integration: Interracial student 
contact and addressing the achievement gap. Moving money seems like a shell game. We need 
to have a policy conversation on Magnets, do they meet our Integration goals?  

Question/ 
Answer 

Tracine Asberry: If we move Magnets out of Integration, how do we hold them accountable?  

 

Robert Doty: Two pieces – there are the numbers on the paper and then there’s the Integration 
plan. We follow the Integration plan but moving them out of the Integration plan keeps us safe 
from any State sanctions.  
 

Carla Bates: The state’s concern is a strawman.   

Discussion:  
Tracine Asberry: Plan should be talked about comprehensively. Magnets are a powerful way to 
close the gap, but we need to talk about the plan comprehensively. We need all pieces walk in 
step with on another. 
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Tracine Asberry: Tuesday board meeting had multiple concerns 
- E&D budget increased 
- Student focused programs funded, etc.  
- Moving schools out of integration fund makes them vulnerable.  

  

 
Kim Ellison: A year ago, promises were made regarding Magnets, the implementation didn’t 
happen.  

 Carla Bates: We should discipline staff vs. play shell game with the money.   

 

Jenny Arneson: Magnets aren’t working as promised. We need to address this problem of racially 
isolated magnet schools. No faith that Sheridan, Armatage etc will be different. We need to 
make and follow a plan. Integration budget should be for what’s working. We have an equity 
problem then and now in our budget.  

Question/Answer Tracine Asberry: Superintendent, what’s going to be different this time?    

 

Bernadeia Johnson:  Strengthen program in each school.  
- Enrollment and placement strategy. How do we go about placing students in 

schools? School Fairs are not working.  
- Racially isolated schools, with poverty, we experience white flight.  
- Magnet School Coordinator will report to Associate Sups  
- Magnets are a way of getting people to school choice.  
 

Discussion:  Jenny Arneson: Isn’t this what we did last year? Let’s not pretend to fund out of Integration.   

 
Carla Bates: Magnets work when implemented right. What’s the Board’s responsibility in this? 
We need a significant evaluation process.  

 
Rebecca Gagnon: Integration money is incredibly political. We have a moral and legal obligation 
to fulfill promises. If you pull Magnets out of integration we can address overflow. Is that a 
concern? Is Sheridan ever going to be integrated? 

 
Ryan Fair: Armatage added ESL programs – 60 students receiving ESL services. We didn’t have 
goals for Magnets until Super. Asked for them. We ’re making strides towards integrated schools, 
but change takes time. 

 Robert Doty: Magnet coordinator is funded in general fund, evaluation in integration.    

 Bernadeia Johnson: Eric Moore will be bringing evaluations in after targets are set.  

 
Tracine Asberry: We’re asking more of E&D than ever. Does E&D have the capacity to realistically 
meet our demands? 

Question/Answer Carla Bates: What are we going to do about segregated schools?    

 Bernadeia Johnson: Schools need to do their part, but we also have segregated communities.   

Discussion: 

Carla Bates: School Board is more concerned about where the money comes from versus what’s 
right.  
 

Tracine Asberry: Magnet Schools have been made vulnerable.  
 

Carla Bates: It’s about power and not about what’s right.   

Result:  Ran out of time, 3 votes to recommend budget – Carla Bates, Jenny Arneson, Kim Ellison 

 


