
Finance Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 16, 2016 
 
 

Board Directors in Attendance:  Rebecca Gagnon, Carla Bates, Siad Ali, Nelson Inz. 
 Note: Jenny Arneson was absent   
 

Approval of Agenda   Motion made to approve agenda, motion seconded and motion carried. 
 

Approval of Minutes  Motion made to approve minutes from the January 19, 2016 meeting as written, 
     motion seconded and motion carried. 
 

 

Integration Budget – Eric Moore/Stacy Wells 

                                                          Michael Goar introduced Stacy Wells, MPS new Integration Coordinator.  

 Stacy Wells updated the Finance Committee on the Integration Budget for 2016- 
2017. There has been a slight increase and adding of magnet programming back 
into the integration Budget. We are trying to make the minimum since it is the third 
year of the current plan. Moving forward there will be a greater assessment for 
looking at programs to see how effective they are for creating a new plan for next 
year.  

                                                                        Michael Goar reiterated the conversation around magnet school budget. We are 
looking to figure how we can do a better integration within Minneapolis. We are 
identifying these changes by reviewing problematically to the programing that are 
really benefiting our students, who are currently attending racially identified 
schools. The biggest change will be positioning the magnets schools base on the 
review of high schools, attendance or dropout rates. The focus is on K-8  

                                                                        Eric Moore, Director of Research and Evaluation presented the integration Mid-
Year report. He informed the Finance Committee we need to have a share 
understanding of what the program is intended to do. NOTE: Focus on slide 4.   

                                                                        
Integration 

presentation 15-16.pp 

                                                                        Rebecca Gagnon and Carla Bates would like to know what are we doing as a district 
about attendance and if there are programs that are currently working on this 
issue.  

 

Referendum Update- Courtney Kiernat/Nelson Inz  

 Courtney Kiernat gave a brief update on referendum. We have a leadership team 
for the referendum. We are currently focused on the poll, the amount of schools, 
and raising money to support the polling.  



                                                                        Nelson Inz is going to meet with Grassroots Solutions tomorrow to discuss specifics 
and to make sure we are not missing any deadlines and DFL endorsement. He will 
provide more details at the March Finance Committee Meeting.  

                                                                         Rebecca Gagnon and the Finance Committee came to the consensus that there will 
be a conversation at the March 1 Finance meeting, maybe have an additional 
meeting and approve it at the March 22 Board Meeting.                                                                          

                                                                         

                                                                          

FY-17 Budget Development/Title I- Ibrahima Diop & Kate McKay  
 

                                                                        Ibrahima Diop gave a brief update on how the finance department has been busy 
with Budget Tie Out for the past three weeks.  
Ibrahima will also provide a more detailed layout of the budget at the March 1 
Finance Committee Meeting. 

                                                                         Kate McKay, Senior Accountant of Finance gave a brief update on the plan for the 
total Title I budget for next year. It revealed the total amount that we are 
projecting.  Which includes the 10% decrease? We have been facing a decreasing 
allocation for the past two years. We have also had a decrease in the amount of 
carry forward available in Title I and less of allocations. We are working on flexing 
Title II for next year into Title I to make sure we have money out of school sites.  

                                                                         The goal is to push more of our Title I funding out to schools. Projected to be at  
 87% next year.  

                                                                         Carla Bates requested a PPFU report.  

                                                                            
   

Special Ed, services provided – Rochelle Cox  

      
                                                                        Rochelle Cox gave a brief update. This year our actual special Ed verse psychology 
                                                                        was slightly at 8%. Also our federal programming was reducing by 5%. Elementary 
                                                                        Programs will be moving to middle schools. The new rule focuses on the workload  
                                                                        This limits the special Ed resource teacher staffing. Moving forward for next year, 
                                                                        every student is calculated for every 9.7 new teachers.  
 
                                                                        Rebecca Gagnon shared that special Ed funding is a huge priority from almost all  
                                                                        the education lobbing groups. It is specifically on the workload radar.  
 
                                                                        Rochelle is going to provide more details on the workload concept, the autism  
                                                                        program, evaluation of students, survey of teachers from general and special  
                                                                        education and the percentage of students that was included in the classroom.  
        
                                                                         
                                                                         
 Adjourn    Motion made to adjourn, seconded and carried.  Meeting adjourned.   
 

 



 


